 MINUTES – MARCH 15, 2018
The Caswell County Board of Commissioners met in special session at the Thomas Day Tavern, Milton, North Carolina at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 15, 2018.  Members present from the Board of Commissioners:  Nathaniel Hall, Chairman, Rick McVey, Vice Chairman, Sterling Carter, Jeremiah Jefferies and David Owen.  Absent:  William E. Carter and Kenneth D. Travis.  Members present from the Yanceyville Town Council:  Mayor Alvin Foster and Odessa Gwynn.  Absent:  Margie Badgett-Lampkin, Brian Massey and Keith Tatum.  Members present from the Milton Commissioners:  Michael Bryant, Mayor, John Wallace, Mayor Pro Tem, Cynthia Royster Cathia Stewart and Patricia Williams.  Also present: Bryan Miller, County Manager and Brian Collie, Town Manager.  Paula P. Seamster, Clerk to the Board, recorded the minutes.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Everyone present recited the Pledge of Allegiance

PRAYER AND MEAL

Boards took a brief recess to enjoy a meal.
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Pro Tem Wallace called the Milton Town Council meeting to order.

Mayor Foster called the Yanceyville Town Council meeting to order.

Chairman Hall called the Caswell County Board of Commissioners meeting to order.

GENERAL UPDATES FROM LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Town of Milton

Mayor Pro Tem Wallace stated that the Town of Milton was working on a couple of projects and turned the meeting over to Commissioner Williams.  
Commissioner Williams stated that the NC DOT is looking at putting in sidewalks and curbing in Milton where there are none.  There will also be a crosswalk install with flashing lights.  This project is projected to start in the fall.

Mayor Pro Tem Wallace stated that the Thomas Day Tavern is trying to become a North Carolina Historic Site.  Commissioner Williams added that Milton is going through legislature to do this.  A study will be done to put the Thomas Day House as a historic site.  Staff will also be hired for the Thomas Day House.  This will put Milton and Caswell County on the map.

Chairman Hall asked how the county could help.  Commissioner Williams stated that Milton needed all the help they could get.  Milton will be meeting with the N.C. Senate and N.C. House of Representatives candidates on Tuesday to get their support.

Mayor Pro Tem Wallace stated that he had been covering the meetings for Milton for the past 6 months while Mayor Bryant was on medical leave.  The meeting was turned over to Mayor Bryant.
Mayor Bryant stated that now there is no evidence of cancer.  He was diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer that went to the brain.  He read the following letter to everyone present:

“Greetings: Bryan Miller, Caswell County Commissioners, Mayor Alvin Foster, and all council members of both Yanceyville and Milton, and my lovely and gracious, beautiful bride, Dr. Anne Haley. Thank you for being here this evening. I am here for a twofold purpose. I would to thank the county of Caswell employees, Commissioners as well as the City of Yanceyville, employees and elected officials. From the time I was elected Mayor, you have shown nothing but complete support and inclusion in all matters related to our town as well as the county. You included me in all the ways that together we could work toward Caswell County reaching its highest potential. With me being a new mayor, I was able to reach out to each of you and garner both wisdom and support as well as advice on doing the very best job I could for Milton and its citizens. When I was diagnosed with cancer in June of 2017, the blow was difficult to deal with, yet I had the full love, support and encouragement of the Caswell County Commissioners and the City of Yanceyville. Your prayers, calls, visits, offers to take me to treatments, your encouragement when my prognosis was so bleak all helped me keep pushing ahead in order to survive. It is now time for me to address the second purpose for being here that I mentioned. I had made the decision about a month ago to resign my position as mayor of Milton in the company of those who have loved and supported my efforts. The meeting date was changed, so, I postponed sharing this with you until tonight. You were the ones who heard my ideas, embraced them and in fact included them in many of the improvements that have been enjoyed by Caswell County. I have been honored to serve on the various boards you have invited me to serve on and I will do my best to continue to work with those valuable projects. However, due to emotional and physical stressors continually pressed on me by the majority of my own council, it is in the best interest for me and my health to resign and remove myself from the contempt and negativity that seems to thrive in Milton. I would like to thank Alvin Foster for always being of both personal and mayoral support during my tenure. He has proven to be a genuine friend with very real goals for the county. There were days I wanted to give up and Alvin would send an email or message to remind me he was pulling for me and praying for me. Those are the gestures that lifted my spirits completely. Ken Travis, we are on this journey together. Thank you for being one who knows and understands. Bryan Miller. What do I say? He has been a rock of support and caring. It’s too emotional to go into all he and his family mean to Anne and me. And finally Cyndi Royster. My one council member who was in lock step in all of my treatment process, helping Anne care for me, keeping me informed on town business and making sure she kept me included so if a citizen asked me something, I could respond intelligently. I thank ALL of you who reached out and said, “We are praying for you Michael.” I will be available for the county and indeed the city of Yanceyville to help and assist in any capacity you may continue to want me to be a part of. Your professionalism, your very real concern for my life and your genuine compassion gave me strength to fight and be alive today against 2 to 5 percent survival rate. Think about that. It is very humbling to know who your real friends are. I thank the fine citizens of Milton for their continued support and confidence in my abilities and wish them nothing but the best in their future endeavors. At this time, I conclude my duties as mayor of Milton. I was honored to be elected by the people and will never forget their love, support and confidence in me. Mayor Michael Bryant.”

Mayor Pro Tem Wallace thanked Mayor Bryant for his service

Commissioner Royster asked about getting a deputy for the Milton Commissioners meetings since they have had several incidents at their meetings.

Town of Yanceyville

Mayor Foster thanked Michael Bryant for his service on behalf of the Town of Yanceyville.
Mayor Foster stated that Yanceyville is restarting the Wi-Fi project.  Yanceyville received a $10,000 grant from Piedmont Electric for this project and they are applying for a $150,000 loan from Piedmont Electric.  Yanceyville is hoping to start the sewer plant project in the fall of 2018 or the spring of 2019.  Mayor Foster added that on the subject of the county hiring an economic developer as a taxpayer he does not think the county is ready for a full time economic developer.  He also added that the Economic Development Commission is talking about an incentive program to bring businesses into the county.
Board of Commissioners

Chairman Hall wished Michael Bryan God speed and turned the meeting over to Bryan Miller, County Manager.

Mr. Miller stated that there will be an Economic Development Summit on March 28, 2018 at PCC.  Jonathan Morgan will speak in the morning and Crystal Morphis will speak in the afternoon.  Chairman Hall challenged everyone to bring 3 or 4 people to this summit.

Mr. Miller stated that he and Brian Collie met with Reuben Gonzalez with the Piedmont Triad Regional Council about a $2 million package for business loans.  These loans are for between $200,000 and $500,000 and job creation is the key.  Mr. Miller added that the Board of Commissioners approved another Animal Control ordinance but the county is still getting input from the N.C. Wildlife Commission and the USDA.  The Town of Yanceyville has an interlocal agreement with the county but Mr. Miller suggested that an updated interlocal agreement would be good.  Milton does not currently have an interlocal agreement with the county so Mr. Miller encourage Milton to do one since the county cannot respond to the Town of Milton for animal control issues without this interlocal agreement in place.  Mr. Miller stated that he would get with Brian Collie and Mayor Pro Tem Wallace on the interlocal agreement.  Mr. Miller informed everyone that the county had received all of the functional equipment for White Space.  The protective equipment should be received in April.  

Commissioner Owen asked Mr. Miller to go over the codification of county ordinance.  Mr. Miller stated that Caswell County is presently in the process of codifying the county ordinances which takes the ordinances through a legal review to comply with state law and cleans up the ordinances.  Once this codification process is complete the ordinances will be put online in a searchable format.  He added that the Town of Yanceyville is going through the same process.
Chairman Hall informed everyone that the School Board was requesting a bond referendum for a new high school.  The Board of Commissioners will have a meeting with the School Board on Monday, March 19th at 5:00 p.m. at the Bartlett Yancey Media Center and he invited the towns to attend.

Commissioner S. Carter stated that the county was looking into starting a Historic Preservation Commission and he encouraged the 3 boards to work together on this issue.  An initial presentation was given by Amber Kidd but the Board is working on scheduling a workshop.  Commissioner S. Carter added that he had met with Dr. Senegal at PCC to start filming and publishing online the Board meetings.  This would provide an incentive for PCC students.  The cost would be a couple of thousand dollars.  He added that clip on microphones would be used and that residents would be able to watch these meetings live on YouTube and Facebook.  Commissioner S. Carter stated that he attended a meeting in Washington, DC yesterday and that he had a contact list of representatives to share with Milton and Yanceyville and that he would get that information to them.  Mayor Foster asked Commissioner Carter to get that list to Brian Collie.
SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be hosted by Caswell County on Thursday, July 19, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the Historic Courthouse, Yanceyville, NC.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:32 p.m. Commissioner Royster moved, seconded by Commissioner Stewart to adjourn the Town of Milton meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Foster moved, seconded by Councilwoman Gwynn to adjourn the Town of Yanceyville meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Jefferies moved, seconded by Commissioner Owen to adjourn the Caswell County Board of Commissioners meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
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