 MINUTES – AUGUST 29, 2019
The Caswell County Board of Commissioners met in special session at the Person Caswell Lake Authority Building, Leasburg, North Carolina at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 29, 2019.  Members present from the Caswell County Board of Commissioners: Rick McVey, Chairman, Jeremiah Jefferies, Vice Chairman, Sterling Carter, Nathaniel Hall, David Owen and Steve Oestreicher.  Absent: William E. Carter.  Members present from Duke Energy:  Tanya Evans, Leslie Pomaville and Dennis Whitaker.  Members present from the Person Caswell Lake Authority:  Josh Atwater, Barry Joyce, Tommy Wagstaff, and John Bullock. Members present from the Person County Board of Commissioners:  David Newell, Chairman and Ray Jeffers, Vice Chairman.  Also present: Bryan Miller, Caswell County Manager; Dennis Jones, Hyco Lake Chief of Special Police; Tammy Chambers, PCLA; Melissa Moorefield, Hyco Lake Park Manager; Walter Cades, PCLA Attorney and Robert Schroeder, Hyco Lake resident.  Paula P. Seamster, Clerk to the Board, recorded the minutes.

WELCOME
Person Caswell Lake Authority (PCLA) Chairman Josh Atwater welcomed everyone to the meeting.
DISCUSSION ON SEDIMENT BUILDUP DUE TO STORMS ON HYCO LAKE
Ms. Tanya Evans with Duke Energy stated that there have been ongoing discussions about dredging at Hyco Lake and there has been ambiguity on what needs to be done.  She added that Duke Energy had made a decision not to dredge Hyco but this decision has been reconsidered because it can now meet the concerns with environmental equality.  Ms. Evans stated that the property owners can apply for permits to dredge.  She added that Duke Energy is still trying to develop a process for Hyco Lake and that Duke Energy had met with Mr. Robert Schroeder to discuss the issues that the residents have on Hyco Lake.  Ms. Evans stated that there are things that still needed to be considered and she appreciated the meeting tonight.
Everyone introduced themselves.

Mr. Josh Atwater asked if the dredging issues had to be sent to the Army Corp of Engineers.  Mr. Dennis Whitaker, Manager, Northern Region Duke Energy Lake Services, responded that Duke Energy is working towards that.  He added that Duke Energy does allow dredging at a couple of its lakes and he personally works with Lake Norman.  Mr. Whitaker stated that dredging is not as regulated as it used to be through DENR.  He added that this will allow homeowners to get ingress and egress to their property.  Mr. Whitaker stated that someone will need to go over the site with the homeowner.  He added that most dredging is done from a barge with a track hoe on it.  Mr. Whitaker stated that Lake Norman has an application process but this would need to be discussed with the Person Caswell Lake Authority and he would be glad to share the application with the PCLA.  Mr. Atwater asked if this process could begin before the end of the year.  Mr. Whitaker responded that he did not know the answer to that.  Ms. Leslie Pomaville responded that in depth studies would have to be made first for vegetation and endangered species before anything can be done.  Mr. Whitaker added that anytime the creek bed is disturbed creatures could be lost.  He added that Duke Energy would not pay for the dredging and the fee upfront is right at $2500 but $1000 of that may be given back to the homeowner but the guidelines would have to be determined.
Mr. Walter Cates asked if this would be a joint application with Duke Energy and the Person Caswell Lake Authority.  Ms. Pomaville responded that this would have to be worked out and that the two entities need to work together and figure it all out.

Mr. Whitaker stated that one main decision that needs to be made is where the sediment would go after it is removed, will it be hauled away or will the homeowner be able to use it on the property, this will need to be established and this needed to be included in the application.  He added that a user’s agreement needed to be made as well.  Mr. Cates stated that the application would be between the homeowner and PCLA and the homeowner would be responsible for the contractor.  Mr. Whitaker stated that the homeowner needs to be held responsible.  Ms. Pomaville stated that this will already be included in the agreement because it has to be permitted.
Mr. Tommy Wagstaff stated the dredging used to be allowed on Hyco but the homeowners could not get the trucks below the 420 line.  

Commissioner Oestreicher asked what the difference was between dredging and silt removal.  Mr. Whitaker responded that they are the same thing.  

Mr. Whitaker stated that the permits are good for 18 months and dredging cannot be done between March and June due to spawning.  He added that an onsite visit is necessary to see what is going to be dredged.  

Mr. Wagstaff asked if the lake would have to allow buoys in these areas.  Mr. Whitaker responded that there will need to be a channel in some of the coves.

Mr. Atwater stated that he was happy that the PCLA would be able to work with the homeowners on Hyco Lake with this.

(At 7:03 Ray Jeffers entered the meeting.)

Mr. Atwater asked when this process could start on the lake.  Mr. Whitaker responded that he did not want to give a time line.  Mr. Atwater asked if the process could start soon.  

Commissioner Oestreicher asked if an estimate could be given on how many people this will affect.  Mr. Robert Schroeder responded that in October of 2016 there were 39 names put on a list in 2 week but when they see the price tag that number may decrease.  Mr. Whitaker stated that it would be $2500 to get the process started.  He added that the number of cubic yards of sediment needed to be figured because it will need to be less than 1/10 of an acre to not be regulated.

Ms. Evans stated that around the docks there will need to be a gradual slope.  Mr. Whitaker added that this is needed for safety reasons.  Ms. Evans thanked everyone for getting together and that Duke Energy is pleased to be where they are in the process and that Duke Energy wants an inclusive process. 

Mr. Cates stated that he thought it had been a very informative meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:10 the meeting ended.
_______________________________


___________________________

Paula P. Seamster





Rick McVey
Clerk to the Board





Chairman
******************************************************************************
