    MINUTES – AUGUST 17, 2017 
The Caswell County Board of Commissioners met in special session at the Caswell County Historic Courthouse in Yanceyville, North Carolina at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 17, 2017.  Members present:  Kenneth D. Travis, Chairman, David Owen, Vice-Chairman, and Rick McVey.  Absent:  Sterling Carter, William E. Carter, Nathaniel Hall and Jeremiah Jefferies.  Also present:  Bryan Miller, County Manager, Representative Bert Jones and Senator Mike Woodard.  Paula P. Seamster, Clerk to the Board, recorded the minutes.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER
Chairman Travis opened the meeting with a moment of Silent Prayer.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board of Commissioners and all the guests in the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

BROADBAND INTERNET

Commissioner Owen stated that the NCACC had its convention recently and maps were given out showing the internet coverage for North Carolina and it estimates that 55% of Caswell County citizens have coverage.  He asked the representatives to share legislation on broadband coverage.  The County is going to use the UHF White Space but wanted to know about more options.  The Broadband providers don’t want to come to Caswell County and he wanted to know how the representatives could help the county or what they could share.

Senator Woodard stated that he was not aware of any new legislation on broadband.  He had been made aware that Piedmont Electric has been interested in assisting in running fiber in the county.

Mr. Miller stated the Piedmont Electric has plans or plans to run fiber to all of their substations but he did not know how that would help the rest of the county.  They have expressed an interest with him for the county to partner with Piedmont Electric to run dark fiber but he did not understand how that would serve the citizens better because it was not feasible to run to all homes.  The county is prohibited from enterprising broadband.  He added that he did not know what this would look like.  The county is definitely interested.  The citizens are very frustrated with the internet coverage in the county.  Mr. Miller added that the internet providers are very quick to point out that the citizens need to contact their county because they could help them and this is very frustrating because the county cannot do anything to help the citizens.

Senator Woodard stated that the state prohibits counties from this.  He suggested that the county manager call Susan Cashion with Piedmont Electric to talk more about the fiber.

Mr. Miller stated that he would like to have an idea of what it would look like.

Senator Woodard stated that it was his understanding that Piedmont Electric would lay cable not just to their sites but throughout.  They have enough fiber.

Mr. Miller stated that the main thoroughfare through the county has internet but the smaller rural pockets are the ones that need a solution.

Senator Woodard stated that this was not just a problem for Caswell County.  That is was in Rockingham, Alamance and Orange.  Density is the largest issue.  He added that he had had conversations with AT&T about cell phone coverage in Caswell County.  When he comes into Caswell he has no cell phone coverage at all.

Chairman Travis stated that the only cell phone service in Caswell is Verizon.

Mr. Miller stated that this was a public safety issue for Caswell County.  A lot of residents have done away with home phone and cell phone coverage has become a big issue.  The county cannot get to the right people to talk to.  He asked the representatives to interject for the county or to at least put the county in touch with the right people.

Senator Woodard stated that it was important for education as well because with the grants received from Golden Leaf and the Foundation into the schools with the one to one.  The students do not have internet at home so the teachers have to allow the students time to download their homework before they leave the schools.  He added that he would get the conversations started and he suggested again that the county get in touch with Susan Cashion.

Mr. Miller stated the Piedmont Electric has been a great partner in the past and that he would get in touch with Susan Cashion.

Senator Woodard stated that he would love to look into this issue for the county and this would be a great time to do that.

Commissioner Owen stated the he was not expecting anything today but the county was looking for a higher up influence.

Senator Woodard stated that he would be talking with AT&T in 2 weeks and he would find out something.

Chairman Travis stated that the cell antennae in his area had changed direction so his coverage was no as good as it was before.

Senator Woodard stated that AT&T had changed their antennae direction as well.

Representative Jones stated that he had similar answers to what Senator Woodard said.  He had also talked to Piedmont Electric about running fiber in the county.  He added that he had internet service in Rockingham County but it was pretty poor service.  He stated that there are a lot of conversations about the internet service throughout the state.

Mr. Miller stated that he had a conversation with Lance Metzler in Rockingham County and that they had the same issues as Caswell.

Representative Jones stated that working together with other counties helps.

SWEEPSTAKES BUSINESSES
Representative Jones stated that the sweepstakes businesses are a nationwide problem.  These businesses find ways to get around the law.  He added that some Das have enforced the law while others have not but this is not just in North Carolina.
Chairman Travis stated that the county does not get anything from these businesses.  Alamance County has been taking action against these businesses and he asked what Caswell County could do about them.

Senator Woodard responded that without zoning very little could be done about these businesses.    He had heard about this issue from several counties but the statutes needed to be revised.

Commissioner Owen stated that he had talked to the law enforcement about these businesses and they have done to check on the businesses and they have changed the software.  This issue may need to be addressed with the DA.  He added that these businesses are doing very well.  He knows of 4 in less than a ½ mile of each other and there is a couple here in town as well.

Senator Woodard stated that some communities want them away from schools and retirement homes.  

Chairman Travis asked if there was a way to put a tax on the machines.  Senator Woodard responded that this could be looked at.  Representative Jones responded that legislation does not want to legitimize these businesses so this may not be possible.

Commissioner Owen stated that he understood that but if the state is not going to enforce shutting them down then the county needs to gain from the businesses.  

Senator Woodard suggested that the Board have a conversation with the DA to see about her knowledge on what could be done.

NC WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION OWNED GAMELANDS
Commissioner McVey asked if Senator Woodard every found the original document on the agreement between the county and Wildlife.  Senator Woodard responded that he had not found that document.  Commissioner McVey continued that Commissioner S. Carter had looked for it as well but could not find it either.  He asked Senator Woodard and Representative Jones if they were aware that the county was supposed to be getting tobacco money and timber money from the game lands.  Representative Jones stated that he had since the issue had been raised.

Commissioner Owen stated that the Wildlife is still buying land in Caswell and that the county is a Tier 1 county and that the county is getting the short end of the stick when it comes to taxes.  Senator Woodard agreed that it is taking land off the tax books and that Orange and Durham Counties face the same thing.  Caswell County has the largest percentage of land per capita owned by the Wildlife.  Senator Woodard asked to allow him more time to find the document.

Commissioner McVey stated that a previous commissioner told him about the agreement.

Commissioner Owen stated that it would not make that big of a difference if Caswell was taking in the same amount as surrounding counties.  Rockingham takes in $800+ per penny where Caswell only takes in $147 per penny.

Senator Woodard asked if the game land where still being timbered.  Commissioner McVey responded yes they are still actively timbering the land and this money would mean a great deal to the county.

SB16 – WASTEWATER SYSTEM PERMIT EXTENSION

Chairman Travis stated that this information was coming from Donnie Powell in the county’s Environmental Health office.

Senator Woodard stated that the governor had vetoed this bill.

Mr. Miller stated that the Environmental Health Department was strongly opposed to this because it extends open permits on the books and the county wanted Senator Woodard and Representative Jones to be aware of this opposition.
Senator Woodard stated that he had seen this before and that it could be back in front of them again on November 28th and that he had heard from a lot of local governments on this issue.

Representative Jones stated the he would be happy to share this information with others.

DISTRICT MAPS

Representative Jones stated that Caswell County will be affected by the new district maps.  Under the new rules race will not be a factor.  This will go back to the 2010 census.  The dividing of counties will be held to a minimum.  House district will consist of 80,000 people.  Caswell is too small and Rockingham is too large for one district but too small for 2.  Right now Caswell, Rockingham and Stokes will join a new group.  Caswell will be with Orange County in the House and the district for the Senate is not specific but it could be Caswell, Rockingham, Stokes and Surry.  The senate district consists of 190,000 people.  Representative Jones stated that it had been an honor to present Caswell County.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Mr. Miller asked the Economic Developer and the Interim Health Director if they had any questions or comments for Senator Woodard and/or Representative Jones.  

A gentleman in the audience asked about the internet and that that it was important for the county to increase education and prosperity and would like to see something in the county.

Mr. Herman Joubert asked about the original agreement about pursuing broadband and if the plan was in place.  Representative Jones responded that there was no original agreement.  Mr. Joubert then asked if there was a plan to get internet in the county.  Mr. Miller responded that the county has contacted the state about this issue.  About a year ago the county set out to get broadband in the county.  White Space was the way to go for the county and that it would provide internet to the students.  The county has reached out to the state for fiber based broadband in the county but nothing has happened as of yet.  The library is a test site for the White Space to gauge the effectiveness.  Commissioner Owen added but the county is still waiting on the equipment for the White Space.  
Ms. Elin Claggett stated that the health department received Medicaid settlements from 2015 but now they are being asked to pay an overpayment from 2013.  Senator Woodard responded that he about this in the last week.  Ms. Jennifer Eastwood stated that the county is expected to pay back $89,000 for 2013 but that county has appealed this.  

Ms. Elin Claggett stated that it is hard to keep students here when there is no infrastructure and broadband.  

Chairman Travis asked if there were any more questions for Senator Woodard and Representative Jones.

ADJOURNMENT

At 4:22 p.m. Chairman Travis adjourned the meeting.
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